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Backyard  Hens  in  the  Municipality  of  Killarney  

Q1 Are you a resident of Killarney 
Answered: 68 Skipped: 0 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes 91.18% 62 

No 8.82% 6 

TOTAL 68 

Q2 What Ward do you live in? 
Answered: 62 Skipped: 6 
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Ward  1  59.68%  37  

Ward 2 17.74% 11 

I'm not sure 22.58% 14 

TOTAL 62 

Q3 How large is the property that you live on? 
Answered:  62  Skipped:  6  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES  

Less than 5 acres 79.03% 49 

Between 5 acres and 15 acres 11.29% 7 

Greater  than  15  acres  9.68% 6 

TOTAL 62  

Q4 Before taking this survey, which statement below best describes your 
opinion of allowing backyard hens? 

Answered: 62 Skipped:  6  
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER  CHOICES  RESPONSES  

I  strongly  support  allowing  backyard  hens.  77.42% 48 

I somewhat support allowing backyard hens. 16.13% 10 

I am unsure about allowing backyard Hens or have no opinion. 3.23% 2 

I am somewhat against allowing backyard hens. 3.23% 2 

I am strongly against allowing backyard hens. 0.00% 0 

TOTAL 62 

Q5  Please  select  ALL  options  that  you  agree  with:Backyard  hens should  
be  allowed  on:  
Answered: 61 Skipped: 7 

3 / 13 
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER  CHOICES  RESPONSES  

Backyard  hens  should  not  be  allowed  on  "Residential  Rural"  properties.  0.00% 0  

"Residential  Rural"  properties  that  are  less  than  1  acre.  86.89%  53 

"Residential Rural" properties that are between 1 acre and 15 acres. 83.61% 51 

"Residential Rural" properties where neighbouring houses are LESS than 100 feet from each other. 59.02% 36 

"Residential  Rural"  properties  where  neighbouring  houses  are  MORE  than  100  feet  from  each  other.  78.69% 48 

Total Respondents: 61  

Q6 Please select ALL options that you agree with:Backyard hens should 
be allowed on: 
Answered: 60 Skipped:  8  
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER  CHOICES  RESPONSES  

Backyard  hens  should  not  be  allowed  on  "Residential"  properties.  5.00% 3  

"Residential"  properties  in  village  settings  81.67%  49 

"Residential" properties with multiple units such as apartment buildings, town houses and basement apartments. 38.33% 23 

"Residential" properties where neighbouring houses are LESS than 100 feet from each other. 58.33% 35 

"Residential"  properties  where  neighbouring  houses  are  MORE  than  100  feet  from  each  other.  78.33% 47 

Total Respondents: 60  

Q7 Please select ALL options that you agree with:Backyard hens should 
be allowed on: 
Answered: 60 Skipped:  8  
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER  CHOICES  RESPONSES  

Backyard  hens  should  not  be  allowed  on  "Waterfront  Residential"  properties.  11.67% 7  

"Waterfront  Residential"  properties  with  residential  dwellings  on  waterways.  75.00% 45  

"Waterfront Residential" properties with neighbouring houses that are LESS than 100 feet away from each other. 53.33% 32 

"Waterfront Residential" properties with neighbouring houses that are MORE than 100 feet away from each other. 73.33% 44 

Total Respondents: 60  

Q8 Are you in favour of allowing backyard hens on properties with more 
than one dwelling ? 

Answered:  60  Skipped:  8  
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes 65.00% 39 

No 35.00% 21 

TOTAL 60 

Q9 If backyard hens were to be allowed, how many hens should be 
allowed per property? 

Answered: 60 Skipped:  8  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES  

5 or fewer 5.00% 3 

10 or fewer 20.00% 12 

15 or fewer 13.33% 8 

More than 15 6.67% 4 

Should be dependent on the size of the property. 45.00% 27 

The number of hens should be unlimited. 6.67% 4 

Under no circumstances should hens be allowed on properties that are not zoned Rural. 3.33% 2 

TOTAL 60 

Q10  How  many  Backyard  Hens  should  be  allowed  on  properties  less  than  
0.5  acres  

7 / 13 



Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 
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Answered: 27 Skipped: 41 
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

5 or fewer 44.44% 12 

10 or fewer 37.04% 10 

15 or fewer 3.70% 1 

More than 15 0.00% 0 

The number of hens should be unlimited 0.00% 0 

Hens should not be allowed on this size of property 14.81% 4 

 TOTAL 27

Q11 How many Backyard Hens should be allowed on properties between 

0.5 and 1 acre? 

Answered: 27 Skipped: 41 



Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 
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Hens should 
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unlimited 
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not be allowed 

on this size... 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

5 or fewer 14.81% 4 

10 or fewer 40.74% 11 

15 or fewer 25.93% 7 

More than 15 14.81% 4 

The number of Hens should be unlimited 0.00% 0 

Hens should not be allowed on this size of property 3.70% 1 

 TOTAL 27

Q12 How many Backyard Hens should be allowed on properties between 1 

acre and 5 acres? 

Answered: 27 Skipped: 41 
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

5 or fewer 3.70% 1 

10 or fewer 14.81% 4 

15 or fewer 22.22% 6 

More than 15 37.04% 10 

The number of hens should be unlimited 22.22% 6 

Hens should not be allowed on this size of property 0.00% 0 

 

 
 TOTAL 27

Q13 How many Backyard Hens should be allowed on properties larger 

than 5 acres? 

Answered: 27 Skipped: 41 
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES  

5 or fewer 3.70% 1  

10 or fewer 0.00% 0 

15 or fewer 11.11% 3 

More than 15 37.04% 10 

The  number  of  hens  should  be  unlimited  48.15% 13 

TOTAL 27  

Q14 What concerns, if any, do you have about residents being allowed to 
keep backyard hens on their residential properties? Select all that apply. 

Answered: 60 Skipped:  8  
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER  CHOICES  RESPONSES  

I  have  no  concerns  about  backyard  hens  63.33% 38 

Noise 16.67% 10 

Smell/Odour 23.33% 14 

Sanitary/Health 18.33% 11 

May attract predatory wildlife and or rodents 25.00% 15 

Property values/Appearance 8.33% 5 

Roaming of hens 10.00% 6 

Total Respondents: 60  

Q15  After  taking  this survey,  which  statement  below  best  describes your  
opinion  of  allowing  backyard  hens?  

Answered: 60 Skipped: 8 
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Backyard Hens in the Municipality of Killarney 

ANSWER  CHOICES  RESPONSES  

I  strongly  support  allowing  backyard  hens.  80.00% 48 

I somewhat support allowing backyard hens. 15.00% 9 

I am unsure about allowing backyard hens or have no opinion. 0.00% 0 

I am somewhat against allowing backyard hens. 3.33% 2 

I am strongly against allowing backyard hens. 1.67% 1 

TOTAL 60 

Q16  If  you  have  any questions  or  comments about  backyard  hens or  this 
survey,  please  leave  them  here.  

Answered: 20 Skipped: 48 
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If you have any questions or comments about backyard hens or this survey, please leave them 
here. 
Open-Ended Response 
None 
Hens should be allowed 
important for people to have the ability to source their own food and have control over that 
In my opinion, if someone wants to raise backyard hens, it must be on a large property a good distance 
away from neighbours. 

This is a good idea for personal use, this should not require large numbers of hens. Also there will be a cost 
to enforcing compliance with the rules around these hens, has this been accounted for in budgeting? 
Hens are very sociable creatures... if they are kept well in a clean space/ shed and can walk around outside 
in small groups  I find it a pretty, lively picture of "old fashioned, historical tradition, especially of Killarney! 
Of course neighbors concerns should always be respected. And therefore the property size should always 
limit the amount of animals kept. 
I would be concerned about the smell for close neighbours as well as the noise especially if roosters are 
involved. 
Unless someone has a heated shed they need 40 or probably more hens to keep them all from freezing. 
You must have electrical in the shed to provide light on a daily basis or they won’t produce eggs if that’s 
what you’re trying for. Meat hens are a different breed of course. What are people going to do with 
mountains of uncomposted smelly shit full of partially digested seeds that are attracting huge numbers of 
rats etc?  How many neighbour disputes will result?  People who advocate for hens inside the residential 
area likely know NOTHING about keeping hens. 
So long as the animals are being cared for I personally have no issue with residents keeping hens on their 
property. I live close to someone who has some and they pose no disturbance. 
I think it is a great idea to allow backyard hens also I think doing a survey like this is a great way to 
communicate with the citizen of Killarney 
Amazing little composters and low maintenance. 
If people keep their hens in a coop and fenced area and maintain the coop, there are zero issues to growing 
your own food. It needs to be encouraged. 
Most communities and cities allow for backyard hens now, even parts of Toronto allow it. Killarney is a 
small rural area and I don’t see why would wouldn’t allow folks to have backyard hens. 
Hens will not hurt anything. They will actually help people. 
This would be a huge plus for the community. We use to be farmland. 
Will forms need to be filled ? Are there regulations for having hens? 
It is very important to allow people freedom to be self sufficient.  This should be promoted and people 
educated on all matters of self sufficiency. 
Backyard hens provide a cheap and excellent source of protein for our community.  Eggs can be shared 
with other in the community for the benefit of all. 
I fully support residents keeping hens to provide for themselves. However, attention must be paid to the 
standards under which they are kept. Cleanliness, respect for neighbours, conditions for the hens 
themselves. 
Backyard hen should be allowed but if standards aren't met and neighbours complain they should be asked 
to remove them. 
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